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Chaos Magic dams to reflect the present western culturd zeitgeist, which has been given the
label of Post-modernism. Thisin itself sends out some rather telling messages about Chaos
Magic. Post-modernism is characterised by an al-pervading 'depthlessness - benegath the swirl
of surface styles and images, there islittle of enduring value. Thereis an increasing culturd
obsession with 'ingtant’ fixes, rather than long-term solutions; with a multi-culturaism which
ignores or tramples on nationd identities; with a concern for surface 'image, beneath which
everything and everyone fades to gray. Post-modernist theorists have claimed that al sense of
‘history' and ‘future have been collapsed, providing materia for the imageers and style-gurus to
re-invent. Modern society is pervaded with a sense of going nowhere.

Chaos Magic does indeed seem to reflect these trends. The emphasis which some of it's
exponents have placed on 'belief-shifting’, or the migplaced term 'paradigm shift', leadsto a
gtuation where practitioners believe that they can adopt amagica system and use it temporarily,
with no more than than a passing aguaintance to it's Sructures and symbolic forms. Thisin itsdf
erodes the concept of magica atainment as aresult of discipline, sudy, and will. By tresting
magica systems as paradigms which can be apparently picked up or dropped at will, Chaos
Magic istransferring the very 'depthlessness of Post-modern culture into the occult milieu. By
seemingly offering its adherents access to awide range of magica systems, it is eroding the
power of those systems by encouraging 'magicians to chop and change with no more regard
than they would give to changing TV channels.

The leading exponent of Chaos Magic, Peter J. Carrall, clamsthat technica competancein
magicd practice is superior to mysticism. Whilst there is some vadue in discouraging the
excessve mystica speculations to which many occultists are overly prone, the point must be
made that technical competance adoneis not sufficient. By atempting to reduce magic to what
amounts to a set of engineering propostions, Carroll has chosen to ignore the usefulness of
Mysticiam - that it is primarily an emotiona engagement, rooted in the desire to merge onesdf
with something 'greater’, or to write onesdlf large upon the void. Wilhem Reich recognised the
difference between technicalism and emotiona appeal when he analysad the apped of National
Socidism over Communism in Weimer Germany. The Communists based their apped to the
populace largdy on economic theory, whilst the Nationa Socidists provided a powerful vison,
echoing essentia values and aspirations. | do think it Sgnificant that the exponents of the so-
cdled "Chaos Current" have had little to say about vaues or aspirations. Surely the whole point
of being "on the path” isthat one requires something to am for - aclear vison which, whilst it
changes at the edges, serves as a beacon to strive towards.

| draw the reader’s attention to the relationship between "mygticiam” and "mygery.” Tobea
magician requires a deep relationship with the mysterious - from which al magic springs. It
requires a deep drive to "Know" - a knowledge which is formed from one's unique experience
and insghts, many of which can only be gained through a direct perception of numinosity. Itis
this knowledge, thisinner certainty, grasped like fire from heaven, which spurs the magician



forwards. The desire to be a magician mugt flame from within.

Whilst Chaos proponents do clam that responghility for developing a persond belief system
resswith theindividud, it is my suspicion thet, in the mgority of cases, thiswill not encourage
the gppearance of vita magicians. It takes a great ded of Will to disentangle the beliefs and
attitudes which one has accumulated over one's lifespan, and whilst | recognise the value in what
Chaos exponents call "deconditioning’”, there does seem to be an implicit ideain Chaos Magic
theory that al culturd conditioning is sugpect, which of courseis not necessarily the case. It is
even greater an act of Will to stick up for one's belief's in an age of mediocrity and political
correctness, where to show pride in one's heritage, race or culture is to attract the hue and cry
of liberds and socidisgts who, in their obsession with equdity, ignore the very red differences
which drive societies and in which persond identity is rooted.

Chaos Magic exponents have aso done much to expound the idea of amultiplicity of seves
which somehow give rise to asense of individud identity. Thisagain, is very Pot-modern
concept, reflecting the cultural obsession with schizoid fragmentation. | cannot see how the clam
to be'many salves can be seen to be superior to the feding of being a single person, capable of
doing many things. Asit is, thismultiple self concept seems to provide a neat get-out clause for
those who wish to avoid responghility for their own failures and dysfunctions. The Chaos Magic
obsession with reductionism, like al such obsessions, leads to absurdity.

Whilst Carroll has demongtrated (in Liber Null) that the practica basis of magic can be
distinguished from the philosophies that surround (and in some cases, limit) them, he hasignored
the emotiona thrust that engagement in amagica philosophy gives. His comment to the effect
that beliefs are untrue may well be the case in the generd sense, but thisis only important for
those who seek refuge in rdligiogity. If amagician isonly paying lip service to abdief, and does
not regard it as abasic fact of his exisence, this amounts to little more than intellectua
measturbation. It isthe ability to make beliefs into persond truths which distinguishes the magician
from the masses. If awould-be magician cannot grasp the concept that beliefs should be worth
sacrificing onéslife for; worth dying for, even, then oneé's commitment will dways be somewhat
limited. The pursuit of magical prowess requires this depth of purpose, else how caniit carry you
through the chalenges that your oath to yoursdf compells you to face? Thus | declare mysdf a
brother of Satan. Thisis not amere surface belief, but agut-level feding which belies dl
intellectud equivocation.

Magic, as | pointed out in arecent letter to Chaos Internationd, is about the " Triumph of the
Will." By this| mean that by virtue of developing the will, the magician seeks to overcome the
petty weskness of the mass of humanity. The magician stands done in the crowd, taking joy and
grength in his assertion of power. He exudes his darkness as he would wear a cloak. To do so
requires Will; it requires a strength, and joy of purpose dmost unknown in this present era. No
matter how much so-caled ‘paradigm-shifting’ one does; it is usdlessif one does not develop the
grength to believe in one's own inherent power. In an age where commitment to any one
philosophy or doctrineis devalued, surdly it would be more revolutionary to adhere to an
empowering persond philosophy as an act of defiant will, rather than accede to the mediocrity
of surface style and trangent image?



Thisisthe essentid nature of the Left-Hand Path, that it is for individuals whose strength of
belief, vaue and vison enables them to pursue their ams with a single-mindedness of purpose
that overcomes any barrier or obstacle. This requires the expression of one's bdliefs to the bitter
end, without making compromise or acceding to the equivocating of lesser beings. Chaos Magic
exponents seem to be advocating a "go with the flow" mentaity which has ways been asop to
peasants, thralls and daves. They offer no way out of the Postmodern cultura decay, only tota
immersion in the mirage. When, asisinevitable, reaction to the current socid stass engenders
rapid cultural change, | suspect that Chaos Magic will be Ieft floundering.

Many moderns have made a fundamenta mistake concerning the nature of Satanic magic. In no
way doesit resemble a'system' in the way that occultists are increasingly encouraged to
gpproach magic. Satanism begins and ends with the primacy of the Slf againg the world. The
task of the Satanigt isto become "his very own sdlf”. It is not enough, and will never be enough,
to smply accrue a'satanic image vicarioudy. It must arise naturdly, or not at dl. Invariably, it is
adecison which istaken at afarly early sagein life, and which endures beyond al ephemerd
changes.



